
VY2NA/VE2 – THE STORY OF ZONE 2 TO JAPAN DECEMBER 2019 

XYL Miriam VY2NA and Jeff VY2ZM travelled once again from Prince 

Edward Island (VY2) to Sept Iles, QC to activate ZONE 2 for JA 160m 

friends. 

By way of background, prior to their first visit to Sept Iles in October 

2019, there was only (1) qso ever made between Japan and Zone 2 on 

160m.  That was made by Shoji Igawa, JA7HMZ, more than 25 years 

ago. 

In October (6) JA stations were worked on 160m FT8.  These were 

with JF8QNF/JA8EAT/JA7NI/JA1BK/JA8WKE and JA3FYC.  After this 

initial success, we decided to try again in the hopes to work more JA 

friends. 

Operations began at sunset on 04 December 2019.  On 04/05 

December there was no propagation to JA from Zone 2.  However, on 

06 December qso’s were made with JA8ISU/JA4LKB and JE6KYA.  The 

band opened shortly after JA sunset and the best times were from 

0800z-1100z.  On 07 December a contact was made at JA sunrise 

(2115z) with JE8BKW in Northern JA8 district. 

December  8th 2019 was the best opening when the following JA 

stations were worked:  

JA8ISU/JR7VHZ/JA7NI/JA0DAI/JA1JRK/JR7TEQ/JH7XRG/JH7PFD/ 

JA7MOL/JF8QNF/JA0RUG/JH4UYB/JA2FJP/JA2NDQ/JA8WKE/ 

JH1RES and JH2FXK. 

Overall we made 28 JA qso’s giving our friends their last Zone for 

WAZ40 on Topband.   This was the thrill of a lifetime for many and 

surely for Miriam and me!!! 

Planning for these two dx’peditions started in August 2019.  It is a 19 

hour drive by car and ferry boat to reach Zone 2.  Two trips were made 



because October conditions were not the best and we wanted to qso 

more JA friends. 

Zone 2 is very cold in December with much snow and very difficult 

driving conditions over poor roads in VE2.  Few people live there and 

there are very few resident amateurs.  Almost no one works 160m 

which is why Zone 2 qso’s with JA are so difficult. 

VY2NA/VE2 operated using an ICOM 7300 and AL1500 amplifier 

running 700w output into a K2KQ Double “L” Antenna.  A 300 meter 

beverage was used for RX to Japan which was laid out on the snow. 

Overall some 350 contacts were made in 63 countries using FT8 and 

some CW.  The principal objective was to work JA friends who needed 

the last zone to complete WAZ 40 on 160m. 

Thank you to everyone who called us – we had a great time and were 

very happy to help our JA 160m friends. 

 

73 Miriam-san  VY2NA and Jeff-san VY2ZM 

 

 

 

 

 



MAP SHOWING TRAVEL FROM VY2ZM TO ZONE 2
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1) Depart 02 Dec 2020 from Monticello, PEl
2) Travel to Moncton, NB (VE9)

3) Travel to Campbellton, NB (VE9)
4) Travel to Matane, QC (VE2)

5) Ferry Matane, QC to Godhut, QC (VE2)
6) Travel to Sept lies (VE2CSI) Zone 2
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SEPT ILES,QUEBECI+.I CANADA
Grid: F060te CQZone: 2

Miriam Briggs
12958 Northside Road - Rte 16

Monticello, PEl C0A 2B0 Canada

K1ZM@aol.com www.vy2zm.com






